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W anda Marrs Obituary

A service honoring the life of Wanda Oneda Marrs will be held at 2 PM
Wednesday, April 15, 2020, at Bixby Funeral Service. The service will be limited to

immediate family only. Friends may view the ceremony on the Bixby Funeral

Service Facebook page. Wanda passed away Sunday, April 12, 2020. She was 84.

 

Born September 8, 1935, in Webbers Falls, Oklahoma, Wanda was the daughter of Earl and
Augusta “Jackie” (Reese) Stevens. She was also welcomed by two older siblings: a sister, Lillian, and
a brother, “E.” The Stevens children would accompany their parents out in the fields as they

worked tirelessly to provide for the family. Their time would be split between the Webbers Falls
area and also Maricopa, Arizona.

As it was, Wanda attended various schools while growing up. No matter where she spent time in
school, she was sure to involve herself in athletics playing basketball, softball, and volleyball.
There was a story that Wanda used to tell, which involved her team, coming from a small farming

community, going to a much larger school for a game. As it turned out, her team upset the larger
school. This was a surprise to many, however, not to Wanda. She would say farm girls knew how
to play hard! Harder than those city girls. Later in life, Wanda would even play volleyball in a

church league. She certainly had fond memories of her athletic years, and she enjoyed
reminiscing about those fun times with her classmates during school reunions.

While living in Arizona, Wanda was crowned the ‘Cotton Queen’ of a local festival. Even from an
early age, Wanda learned to save her money for the important things in life. While her siblings or
friends were trading their hard-earned money for cokes and candy, she saved until she could

afford lipstick, make-up, and nail polish. There was a time when you’d be hard-pressed to find
Wanda without painted pink nails and bright pink lipstick. She was more than serious about this

for quite some time as she even kept a tube of her lipstick in her fishing tackle box!
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Her stunning looks are what ignited a meeting between, then grocery store cashier, Wanda, and a
young man/grocery shopper named Richard (Dick) Marrs. He would roll into the grocery store’s

parking lot in his white Lincoln Continental convertible, and he bought an awful lot of crackers,
bologna, and cheese. He kept going to the store to purchase those items until Wanda finally gave

in. It might have been under one condition that she didn’t have to eat his groceries! 

Once married, Wanda and Dick made their home in Tulsa. When they started their family,
Wanda was able to stay home – a task she took very seriously. She would vacuum, do laundry,

clean the windows and screens, and she even cleaned her washing machine! This, in addition to
being involved in both of her son’s activities as Wanda had been a Cub Scout Leader (Den

Mother), with meetings held in her garage and with many of the cubs going forth to become
Eagle Scouts. She also was the backyard baseball coach and President of the PTA.

At home, the boys had many wonderful memories. These ranged from simple things like

enjoying the air conditioning when Wanda decided it was time to turn it on, and the process they
all had to go through to get the most efficiency out of that decision, to the many wonderful
holiday gatherings including gifts, food, and fun, but more importantly the presence of love and

family.

When the time was right, which was almost any time, it was not uncommon for the Marrs family

to head to Lake Eucha. There were even seasons where it might have been more appropriate to
say that they lived there – bug proof kitchen and all! Wanda’s sons have so many wonderful
memories of their time on the lake. This started early enough that they remember being given

their baths, put in their jammies, placed in the bottom of a boat, and falling asleep looking at the
stars and listening to their parents share stories while mom and dad enjoyed her favorite

catfishing on the flats at night. There is no doubt that these boys were loved.

Wanda’s love did not end or stop with her children. It was only strengthened with the birth of her
beloved grandchildren: Richard, Randall, Sarah, and Jacob. And isn’t it funny how time changes

people? As her grandchildren grew, after they would spend time at Grandma’s house, they would
return home and tell their parents what all Grandma let them do. Randy and Scott’s reactions

were that of utter shock, saying, “She let you do what?”

Grandma’s house was certainly fun. It was the venue for many a sleepover for the cousins. It was
where they read books, did crafts, watched movies, and baked. However, the fun didn’t occur until
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after the chores were finished. Once completed, Grandma would pay accordingly. It is safe to say
that Grandma’s house is where these four learned about love, hard work, family, and faith.

Described as: particular, meticulous, and determined, those who got a long best with Wanda were
those who didn’t question her, but merely did what she asked! In all honesty, she was a woman

who loved her family and loved her Lord. A woman who made a lasting, positive impact on those
she knew and loved. Wanda was a strong woman.  She passed that strength on to her sons.  She
survived skin cancer, breast cancer, and heart disease. And she still made it to the wonderful age

of 84.

Wanda’s family will always remember her sweet little sayings like: “Let’s make snick snacks,” “This

too shall pass,” and “Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord.” And because of their
healing powers, her family is always sure to stock a big jar of Vaseline and the biggest bottle of
Campho-Phenique they can find.

It is fitting that Wanda passed from this life on Easter Sunday – her favorite holiday. A holiday
where, through the years, she welcomed her family for dinners, egg hunts, and to share in a rabbit
cake to conclude the festivities. Indeed, all one has to do is take a walk down her picture-filled

hallway to see numerous Easters that she shared with her family.
This last Sunday might have been her favorite Easter as she was called home to spend it with her

Risen Savior.

Wanda was preceded in death by her parents, her siblings, and her husband.

She is survived by her sons: Dr. Randy Marrs and wife, Chris and Scott Marrs and wife, Angela;

brother-in-law Roger Riddell and his wife Phyllis from Irvine, KY; four grandchildren: Richard
Marrs and wife, Brittany, Randall Marrs and wife, Karissa, Sarah Marrs, and Jacob Marrs; two

great-grandchildren: Zariah and Honor; a sister-in-law, Pat Stevens along with other relatives and
friends.

 

To send flowers
to the family or plant a tree

in memory of Wanda Oneda (Stevens) Marrs, please visit our floral store.
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Read More

Funeral Service

You are using an outdated web browser that does not support this video.

Your browser does not support this video format. You should be able to view it in Chrome, Safari

or Internet Explorer.

$(document).ready(function(){
if ( false === supports_h264_baseline_video() )

{
$("#vdfmtnt").show();

$("#vidplyr2").hide();
}
});
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Bixby Funeral Service shared a Video.

April 22 at 7:43 AM

PC Phyllis Calderwood posted:

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. I worked at Bank of Oklahoma with her. I lived in West Tulsa

1983-1989 and rode the same bus route also. She was always a joy to be around.

Blessings,Phyllis Calderwood Mpcald@cox.net

April 15 at 9:44 AM

VG Virginia  Griffin posted:

I've known Wanda over 50 years. Lots of memories, laughing and love. I'm praying for peace,

strength and comfort for her family. She is rejoicing with Dick now and most of all, our Heavenly

Father.

April 15 at 9:38 AM

JB Julie Boling posted:

God's peace be with the family. R.I.P. Wanda

April 15 at 4:02 AM
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CP Christi Perry posted:

My sister married into the Marrs family and so I didn't really get to know Wanda until we worked

together in her son Scott's catering business. I was young and a little intimidated by the thought of

working with Wanda because I knew she was a very good cook. I don't remember what recipe we

were making, but Wanda observed me scraping out a bowl and getting every last bit of batter out,

and she immediately praised me for not wasting anything and how a lot of the "young people"

these days just waste so much. After that we were fast friends. We talked recipes and she made

me feel at ease in the kitchen. Later on she began saving her magazines for me, knowing I loved

looking for something new to cook and I would often find some of them with pages "dog eared"

highlighting recipes she must have thought sounded good. She always sent cards at holidays and

even though we didn't see as much of each other in the last few years, I always knew she was

thinking of me and my family. So thankful that this goodbye is not forever and that we will see

each other again.

April 14 at 12:16 PM

PAGE 8 OF 10



Media Wanda Oneda (Stevens) Marrs
SEP  8 , 19 3 5  -  APR  12 , 2 0 2 0

Bixby Funeral Service shared a Video. April 22 at 7:43 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Wanda by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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